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PREMIER — UNITED KINGDOM AND GERMANY VISIT 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.07 pm]: I rise to inform the house of my recent international 
travel to the United Kingdom and Germany. The Minister for Tourism and I were honoured to be on the inaugural 
non-stop flight between Perth and London, along with federal ministers Hon Steven Ciobo, Minister for Trade, 
Tourism and Investment, and Hon Anthony Albanese, shadow Minister for Tourism. The flight has made 
Western Australia the western gateway to Australia from Europe, and the government is working hard to secure 
further direct flights to Perth from other cities around the world. The flight is testament to the hard work of both 
the current and former administrations of the Western Australian government, Tourism WA, Perth Airport and 
Qantas. While in London, the Minister for Tourism and I were pleased to support our state’s tourism industry 
through the launch of a new marketing agreement with STA Travel to target the youth market in the UK and 
Germany to visit Western Australia. We were also involved in media events at Euston railway station and 
Heathrow Airport, and met with some of the UK’s leading tour operators. The feedback in London on the success 
of the flight was positive and there was comprehensive coverage in the local media. We participated in a major 
promotional event at the Australian High Commission to promote direct flights and the opportunities to holiday in 
WA. 

I visited shipbuilder Lürssen at its headquarters in Bremen, Germany, and met with senior management. As the 
house may be aware, Lürssen is the international design partner for the Australian government’s $3.5 billion 
offshore patrol vessel program and has recently opened its first Australian office in Henderson. I discussed with 
Lürssen the potential for future job creation in WA, specifically supply chain requirements and our state’s 
comparative advantage as a base for exports into the Asia–Pacific region. I thank the Agent-General for 
Western Australia, John Atkins, and his office in London for their assistance. 
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